Peking opera developed from AD 1790 when opera troupes from Anhui province were invited into the capital to perform for the Emperor Qianlong's (r. AD 1736-1796) 80 th birthday celebrations.
Peking operas became an entertainment for the wealthy and privileged but eventually came to be appreciated by all levels of society by the 19th and 20th centuries. Regional operas also flourished with lyrics sung in local dialects. In the early 20 th century, new styles emerged which were heavily influenced by existing forms of drama, including those from the West, for example the so-called yueju 越剧 of the Shanghai area, also known as Shaoxing 绍兴 opera.
